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LOCAL  HEALTH  OFFICE 


DOWNHAM  MARKET. 

August,  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Downham  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances, health  and  vital  statistics  for  the  district  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1954. 

Five  outbreaks  of  disease  merit  comment:  — 

Pupils  of  Old  Welney  School  were  affected  by  a very  acute  form  of  food 
poisoning  which  was  eventually  traced  after  great  effort  to  the  poison  pro- 
duced by  a germ  notorious  for  this  property.  This  incident  draws  attention  to 
the  undesirability  of  storing  “made  up  dishes’’  for  several  hours  in  conditions 
of  sufficient  warmth  to  encourage  the  growth  of  certain  germs  which  are  not 
uncommonly  found  amongst  the  populace,  and  are  a serious  potential  source 
cf  accidental  contamination.  Cooking  on  a large  scale  is  much  more  likely  to 
necessitate  preparation  and  storage  of  food  many  hours  prior  to  consumption 
than  does  home  cooking,  and  the  problem,  quite  apart  from  numbers  of  vic- 
tims, is  therefore  a more  urgent  one  in  institutions.  Precautions  which  should 
be  observed  are  freedom  from  manifest  infection,  scrupulous  hygiene  amongst 
food  handlers  and  avoidance  of  storage  of  made-up  dishes  where  refrigera- 
tion is  not  available. 

Old  Welney  School  and  its  locality  were  later  affected  by  an  epidemic  of 
nausea  and  vomiting,  a highly  infectious  but  transient  illness,  the  cause  of 
which  has  not  yet  been  specifically  identified,  but  is  almost  certainly  due  to 
a virus. 

A mild  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Denver  Hall  Nursery,  with- 
out serious  sequelae. 

A sharp  outbreak  of  virus  dysentery  occurred  at  Feltwell  and  spread 
widely  in  the  locality,  but  without  serious  results. 

A very  small  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred,  three  cases  appearing  in 
two  neighbouring  villages  and  one  isolated  case  several  miles  away.  One  of 
these  cases  suffered  residual  paralysis. 

Your  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  this  period,  Dr.  Hamilton, 
wishes  to  extend  to  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  his  appreciation  of  their  hard 
and  valuable  work  in  connection  with  the  above  outbreaks/ 

Attention  should  be  directed  to  the  fact  that  29%  of  the  male  deaths  from 
malignant  disease  were  attributable  to  bronchial  cancer,  a condition  which 
should  be  regarded  as  largely  preventable  in  a rural  district  where  persistent 
inhalation  of  smoke  usually  arises  from  excessive  tobacco  smoking. 
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G.  B.  HOPKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS— 1954 


Area  (in  acres)  124,152 

Population,  1931  (Census)  19,962 

Population,  1951  (Census)  24,508 

Population  1954  24,400 

Number  of  separate  Dwellings  occupied  1954  6,721 

Rateable  Value,  1954  £82,983 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1954 £331 

LIVE  BIRTHS  409  Rate  19.15 

Rate 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

Legitimate  392  208  184 
Illegitimate  17  10  7 

409  218  191  19.15  15.2  15.12 


STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

Legitimate  9 3 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 

9 3 6 21.5  24.0  24.16 


DEATHS  (all  causes)  Rate 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

233  136  97  10.4  11.3  11.74 

DEATHS  (from  Puerperal  causes) 

Puerperal  & Post  Abortive  Sepis  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY  (Rate  per  1,000  live  births) 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

Legitimate  11  5 4 

Illegitimate  — — 1 

11  5 5 24.4  25.5  20.89 


DEATHS  from— 

Cancer  (all  ages)  35 

Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Whooping  Cough Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) Nil 
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Section  A 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  

Population 


124,152  Acres 
24,400 


DEATHS.  233  deaths  have  been  assigned  to  the  district  by  the  Registrar 
General,  an  increase  of  five  over  the  year  1953.  The  standardised  death 
rate  of  10.4  is  92%  of  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  the  National  figure  is  weighted  by  the  adverse  mortality 
figures  of  the  County  Boroughs  as  compared  with  the  Rural  Districts,  and 
that  the  figure  of  10.4  cannot  be  considered  as  especially  favourable. 

BIRTHS.  409  births  have  been  assigned  to  the  district  by  the  Registrar 
General,  a decrease  of  forty  from  the  1953  figures,  and  twelve  more  than 
occurred  in  1952.  The  decrease  is  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  female  infants. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  The  number  of  infants  dying  under  the  age  of  one 
year  was  eight,  seven  dying  soon  after  birth  from  conditions  which  are 
very  difficult  to  influence  in  the  light  of  present  knowledge. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  It  became  necessary  to  have  one  old 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  removed  to  Hospital  during  the  year. 
No  burials  were  carried  out  by  the  Council  during  the  year  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act. 
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Section  B 

1.  GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Norfolk  Executive  Council,  54,  Prince  of  Wales  Road,  Norwich,  Clerk, 
R.  J.  Cobb,  Esq. 

2.  EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer: — Dr.  J.  B.  EWEN,  M.D.,  D.P.H  , 
Croft-Holme,  117,  Chesterton  Road,  Cambridge. 

(a)  GENERAL. 

(i)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iv)  St.  James  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn.  (For  chronic  sick). 

(v)  The  Howdale  Home,  Downham  Market. 

(b)  MATERNITY. 

(i)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit). 

(ii)  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(iii)  Bowthorpe  Maternity  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

(c)  INFECTIOUS. 

(i)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

(ii)  Isolation  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Isolation  Hospital,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

(d)  SANATORIA. 

(i)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(ii)  Bramblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(e)  MENTAL. 

(i)  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Norwich, 
fii)  Hellesdon  Hospital.  Norwich. 

(iii)  Heckingham  Sanatorium,  Norwich 

(iv)  Little  Plumstead.  Norwich 

3.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

(a)  District  Nurses  (showing  Parishes  and  Villages  served):  — 

Nurse  Gerrard,  High  Street,  Feltwell,  Thetford. 

(Feltwell.  Hockwold). 

Nurse  Hunns,  Lower  Green,  Methwold.  Thetford. 

(Methwold). 

Nurse  Smith,  Nurse's  Cottage,  Stow,  King’s  Lynn. 

(Wimbotsham.  Stow,  Wormegay,  Sth.  Runcton,  Stone  Cross  Est.) 
Nurse  Porter,  Nurse’s  Home,  Nordelph. 

(Downham  West.  Nordelph). 

Nurse  Walker,  Rose  Cottage.  Stoke  Ferry,  King’s  Lynn. 

(Stoke  Ferry.  Whittington). 

Nurse  Mosley.  18,  Council  Houses,  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans,  K.  Lynn. 
(Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans,  Wiggen- 
hall St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Watlington,  Tottenhill). 

Nurse  Horn,  27,  Barton  Bendish,  King’s  Lynn. 

(Marham,  Shouldham.  Shouldham  Thorpe.  Stradsett,  Fincham. 
Barton  Bendish). 

Nurse  Russell,  High  Street,  Hilgay,  Downham  Market. 

(Denver,  Ryston,  Fordham,  Hilgay). 

Nurse  Rushworth,  Nurse’s  Bungalow,  Southery,  Downham  Market. 
(Southery). 

Nurse  Williams,  2,  Queen’s  Close.  Wereham. 

(Crimplesham.  West  Dereham.  Wereham,  Boughton,  Wretton). 
Nurse  Armitage,  62,  Station  Road,  Middleton. 

(Setch). 

15) 


(b)  MATERNITY. 

Beds  in  Regional  Hospital  Board  Establishments. 

Stow  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Stow  Bardolph. 

4.  AMBULANCE  AND  HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE. 

This  is  a County  Council  function  and  is  controlled  by  the  Joint 
Ambulance  Committee. 

The  Downham  Rural  Area  is  jointly  served  by  the  Downham  Market,  King’s 
Lynn  and  Thetford  Ambulances.  Infectious  Disease  cases  are  conveyed  by 
East  Dereham  and  King’s  Lynn  Infectious  Disease  Ambulances. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  with  effect  from  1st  April,  1954,  was  taken  over 
by  the  Local  Health  Office,  The  Howdale,  Downham  Market. 

5.  RED  CROSS  AND  ST.  JOHN  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. 

fa)  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans  — Mrs.  Richer. 

(.b)  Watlington  — Mrs.  Thomas. 

(c)  Marham  — Mrs.  F.  Brown. 

(d)  DoAnham  Market  — Mrs.  I.  Burbeck. 

0.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

(a)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

(i)  Downham  Market 

(ii)  Wimbotsham 

(iii)  Methwold 

(iv)  Feltwell 

Tiie  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  at  the  above 
Sessions. 

In  addition,  Village  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  monthly  at  the 
following  villages:  Fincham,  Hockwold,  Hilgay,  Northwold.  Shouldham, 
Southery,  Stoke  Ferry,  Watlington.  Welney,  West  Dereham,  Magdalen, 
Wormegny.  St.  Germans,  Nordelph  and  Marham. 

fb)  SCHOOL  MINOR  MLMENT  CLINICS. 

Local  Health  Office,  Downham  Market  (every  Wednesday  during  term' 
(2)  SCHOOL  DENTAL  CLINIC. 

Local  Health  Office,  Downham  Market  (Tuesdays  and  Fridays). 

fd)  HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  is  doing  excellent  work  and  Home 
Helps  are  at  present  available  for  the  following  Parishes  and  Villages: 
Feltwell,  Hockwold.  Northwold,  Stoke  Ferry.  Wereham,  West  Dereham. 
Stow  Bridge,  Watlington.  Magdalen.  St.  Germans.  Methwold,  Denver. 
Ten  Mile  Rank.  Southery,  Hilgay.  Fincham.  Setch.  Tottenhill.  Wim- 
botsham, Runcton  Holme  and  Bexwell. 

7.  VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINIC 

West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays— 7 pm. 

Females  and  Children:  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays — 3 p.m. 

8.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(i)  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Staff. 

<ii)  Disinfestation  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  cannot  be  car- 
ried out  bv  this  department,  are  sent  to  the  East  Dereham 
Isolation  Hospital. 

9.  LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Bowthorpe  Road  Norwich.  Under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  I.  M.  Dowsett. 

(b)  Public  Analyst,  W.  Lincoln  Sutton.  Esq..  F.R.I.C.,  Redwell  Street, 
Norwich. 

(c)  Fublic  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 
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Section  C 


PREVALANCE  OF  & CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  & OTHER  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

29  cases  were  notified  compared  with  60  in  1953. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No  Cases  were  notified. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  is  carried  out  when  requested  at  infant  welfare  centres  and  schools. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  either  primarily  im- 
munised by  a full  course  of  injections,  or  stimulated  to  maximum  immun- 
ity by  booster  doses,  during  the  last  five  years:  — 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

160 

254 

251 

191 

1 

187 

PNEUMONIA. 

42  cases  were  notified,  in  three  of  which  there  was  a fatal  termination, 

ERYSIPELAS. 

3 cases  were  notified. 

MEASLES. 

85  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE. 

2 cases  were  notified. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

3 paralytic  and  2 non-paralytic  cases  were  notified,  there  were  no  deaths, 
but  one  case  was  left  with  residual  paralysis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

12  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there  was  one  death. 
The  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  died.  This  yields  a morbid- 
ity rate  of  0.54,  very  close  to  the  county  rate  of  0.56,  though  the  district 
rate,  being  based  on  such  small  numbers,  is  liable  to  much  fluctuation 
year  by  year. 


CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  Schools 

Number  of  Days  Closed 

Reason  for  Closure 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

24 

Influenza,  Coughs,  Colds 

Section  D 

STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1954 

Causes  of  Death. 


Table  No.  1 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  forms.  

1 

— 

1 

3 Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

4 Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5 Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8 Measles  

— 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

4 

2 

6 

11  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

6 

— 

6 

12  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

— 

2 

2 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

3 

3 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neo- 
plasms   

1 f 

7 

18 

15  Leukaemia 

2 

2 

13  Diabetes  

— 

— 



17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . . 

14 

23 

3 7 

13  Coronary  disease,  angina  

1 1 

4 

15 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

4 

7 

20  Other  heart  diseases  

42 

21 

63 

21  Other  Circulatory  diseases  

1 

— 

1 

22  Influenza  

— 

— 

23  Pneumonia 

5 

11 

16 

24  Bronchitis  

i ; 

— 

1 

25  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

2 

— 

2 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.  . . . 



2 

2 

23  Nephritis.  Nephrosis  

3 

— 

3 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  

1 

— 

1 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

1 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations  

1 

1 

2 

32  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases. . 

12 

16 

28 

33  Moto- vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

34  All  other  accidents  . . . 

llr 



1 1 

35  Suicide 

36  Kam-'cide  and  operations  of  war 

7 '2 f 

— 

2 

All  causes. . . . 

136 

97 

233 

DEATH  RATE  OF  CHILDREN  Table  No.  2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR— 1954. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

AGE 

IN  WEEKS 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-52 

1 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diseases  of  early  infancy : 

(a)  Congenital  abnormality 

1 

1 

2 

(b)  Premature  birth  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(c)  Injury  at  birth 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(d)  Atelectasis  

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

(e)  Others  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  



— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Infectious  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Overlaying  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Violence  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

All  other  causes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total .... 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

S 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— 1954  Table  No.  3 

Notification  in  Age  Groups — 


DISEASE 

AGES 

Total 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

i 

U 

V 

t:  — < 

Ch 

D 

1- 

1 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65  & 

over 

Measles 

2 

6 

8 

17 

15 

30 

2 

2 

3 

85 

Whooping  C. 

10 

8 

8 

8 

9 

38 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

85 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

8 

5 

9 

5 

42 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1 

11 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Infec.  Jaundice 

— - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  B. 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Para.) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poison. 

— 

— 

— 

16 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

14 

16 

1 

18 

j 30 

27 

103 

22 

1 7 

16 

5 

9 

5 

272 

11 

3 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— 1 954  Table  No.  4 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


DISEASE 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  Jun 

July1  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total 

Measles 

2 

1 

— 

— 

6 

20 

21 

20 

8 

6 

1 

— 

85 

Whooping  C. 

11 

1 

12 

— 

2 

21 

8 

1 

4 

12 

8 

5 

85 

Pneumonia  ... 

9 

6 

6 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

4 

1 

6 

42 

Scarlet  Fever 

* 

9 

8 

1 

1 



1 

2 

4 

1 

29 

Erysipelas  ... 



— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Int'ec.  Jaundice 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

* 

Paratyphoid  B. 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Para.) 

— 1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

Food  Poison. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

_ 

— 

20 

TOTALS 

24 

17 

29 

5 

13  | 

42 

32 

46 

15 

26 

10 

13 
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NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS— 1954  Table  No.  o 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE 

IN  YEARS 

Respiratory 

Non  Respir. 

Respiratory 

Non  Respir. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

— 1 

— 5 

— 15 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

—25 

—35 

—45 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—55 

—65 

65  & over 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

7 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(10) 


Total 


Section  E 


\ 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  during  1954. 

The  de-rationing  of  meat,  which  necessitated  the  re-opening  of  private 
slaughterhouses  — long  since  disused  — in  the  districts  of  most  Rural  Author  - 
ities, as  well  as  Urban  Authorities,  presented  a public  health  problem  c 
considerable  importance. 

The  repair  of  slaughterhouses  and  the  setting  up  of  a system  of  Meat 
Inspection  in  the  District  received  a great  deal  of  attention  during  the  year, 
and  the  ready  co-operation  of  butchers  on  many  aspects  of  the  problem  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  maintain  a clean,  disease  free  supply  of  meat 
to  the  Public. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Members  and  all  Officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

1.  SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Drainage  and  Sanitation 713 

Water  Supply  41 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  215 

Movable  Dwellings  42 

Rodent  Control  39 

Petroleum  51 

Rural  Housing  Survey  205 

Other  Housing  684 

Infectious  Disease  356 

Salvage  23 

Factories  14 

Milk  and  Dairies  19 

Licensed  Premises  17 

Other  Food  Premises  and  Visits  221 

Ice  Cream  Premises  38 

Flood  Damage  60 

Meat  Inspection  626 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  and  Butchers’  Shops 95 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  110 


Total  . . 3569 


2.  COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

140  complaints  of  a variable  nature  were  investigated.  These  related  mainly 
to  housing  defects  and  unsatisfactory  drainage. 
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3.  NOTICES  SERVED. 

The  number  of  written  Notices,  apart  from  Housing  Act  Notices,  served 
during  the  year  was  53,  classified  as  follows:  — 


Informal 
( Letters ) 

Statutory 

Complied 

with 

: Complied 
with  Notices 
served  dur- 
ing 1953 

Housing  Repairs  .... 

27 

2 

14 

17 

Drainage  

12 

1 

7 

5 

Food  Premises  

3 

— 

2 

1 

j Dirtv  Conditions  .... 

? 

3 

— 

2 

— 

i 

? Water  Supply  

3 

1 

i 

J Miscellaneous  

1 

1 

1 

> 

l Totals  . . 

49 

i 4 ! 

26 

24  j 

In  addition,  verbal  notice  was  sufficient  in  numerous  cases  to  bring  about 
required  improvements,  or  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

A great  deal  of  difficulty  was  still  experienced  in  securing  housing  repairs. 


4.  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

(o’)  General 

221  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  special  visits  made  to 
slaughterhouses  and  butchers  shops,  dairies,  etc. 

Improvements  in  food  handling  and  food  premises  continued  to  be  ob- 
served, but  there  is  still  great  need  for  education  of  food  handlers.  This  fact 
is  emphasised  by  the  unfortunate  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  Welney 
School.  Foods  requiring  very  careful  preparation  are  made-up  meat  foods, 
milk  products,  trifles,  etc. 

A thorough  survey  was  made  throughout  the  District  in  March  in  an  effort 
to  trace  tins  of  a certain  brand  of  cream,  a sample  of  which,  taken  in  another 
District,  had  been  proved  to  contain  salmonella  germs.  No  tins  of  the  brand 
implicated  were  found. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  in  the  District:  — 

4 Fishmongers  (selling  wet  Ash') 

11  Fish  Friers  (including  2 mobile  units) 

15  Fakers 
23  Butchers  Shops 
9 Licensed  Slaughterhouses 

5 Cafes 

104  Licensed  Houses 
2 Greengrocers 
97  General  Food  Shops 
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(b)  Ice  Cream. 

54  premises  were  selling  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  of  it  being 
prepacked  ice  cream  made  by  the  large  Companies.  No  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  is  carried  on  in  the  District. 


24  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Norwich,  with  the  following  results:  — 


No.  of 
Samples 

I 

Gr 

II 

ade 

III 

IV 

Source  ‘A’ 

6 

6 

— 

— 

‘B’ 

6 

4 

2 

— 

4 

3 

1 

‘D’ 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

‘E’ 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

„ ‘F’ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

‘G’ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

24 

18 

3 

2 

1 

The  ice  cream  supplied  in  the  District  is  generally  of  a high  bacteriological 
quality. 

In  the  case  of  two  samples  from  source  ‘D’,  the  low  quality  was  judged  to 
be  due  to  a portion  of  pipe  near  the  homogeniser  at  the  Factory  which  was 
difficult  to  sterilize.  Ice  cream  in  the  poorest  batch  was  withdrawn.  Sub- 
sequent samples  proved  satisfactory. 

(c)  Slaughterhouses. 

The  Council  gave  detailed  consideration  to  the  Interim  Report  of  the  Inter- 
departmental Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  which  had  been  necessitated  by 
the  proposed  derationing  of  meat.  After  a Joint  Meeting  with  representatives 
of  the  Downham  Urban  District  Council,  the  Butchers’  Association  and  the 
National  Farmers’  Union,  it  was  decided  that  Licences  would  be  available 
to  butchers  in  the  area  who  were  prepared  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  an 
agreed  hygienic  standard.  13  butchers  were  already  in  possession  of  yearly 
licences  for  their  slaughterhouses,  which  had  been  granted  to  enable  them  to 
slaughter  pigs  for  private  consumption,  but  some  of  these  premises  were  in 
poor  structural  condition. 

The  work  of  repairing  and  adapting  the  various  premises  went  on  through- 
out the  year,  and  on  31st  December,  9 premises  were  Licensed.  Slaughtering 
had  commenced  on  the  1st  July. 

At  the  outset,  your  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  decided  that  all  carcases  to- 
gether with  organs  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  should  be  inspected  if 
at  all  possible,  and  although  this  proved  most  difficult,  involving  much  time 
outside  Office  hours,  the  target  was  achieved. 

The  rate  of  slaughtering  became  much  higher  than  had  been  anticipated 
owing  to  the  killing  of  animals,  particularly  pigs,  for  the  Smithfield  (London) 
Market  at  a slaughterhouse  at  Methwold. 
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The  disposal  of  condemned  offal  presented  quite  a problem.  All  such 
material  was  dyed  green  and  then  disposed  of  by  either  sale  to  a Knacker 
Dealer,  or  burial  by  the  butcher  or  Council’s  staff. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  dressing  animals  was  generally  quite  good, 
although  the  standard  tended  to  deteriorate  during  extremely  busy  periods, 
when  some  sharp  reminders  were  necessary. 

(ci)  Unsound  Food. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  at  the  various  slaughterhouses  during  the 
year  was:  — 

Young  Eeasts  289  ; Cows  21  ; Calves  2 ; Sheep  405  ; Pigs  2987. 

As  a result  of  inspection,  the  following  meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  condemned:  — 

Beef  — 939  lbs.  carcase  meat;  1084.1  lbs.  head  and  offal 

Pigs  — Home  Killed  — 81i6  lbs.  carcase  meat;  16321  lbs.  head  and  offal 
Imported  — 471  lbs.  carcase  meat 

Sheep  — Home  Killed  — 281  lbs.  carcase  meat;  1 lb.  Offal 
Imported  — 14i  lbs.  carcase  meat 

Total  weight  condemned  4966?  lbs.  or  21  tons  approx. 

The  following  food  was  also  condemned:  — 

2-4i  lb-  tins  of  corned  beef 

1 - 5 lb.  9 oz.  tin  of  pork  luncheon  meat 

1 - 5 lb.  tin  of  brisket  of  beef 

1 - large  tin  of  peaches 

111  lbs.  cf  miscellaneous  foods 

(e)  Milk  and  Dairies. 

At  the  31st  December,  1954.  6 Dairies  and  24  Distributors  were  registered 
by  the  Council.  No  new  registrations  were  made  during  the  year. 

As  regards  designated  milk,  12  “Dealers”  Licences  in  respect  of  “Tuber- 
culin Tested”  and  11  in  respect  of  “Pasteurised”  were  issued. 

In  addition,  the  following  “Supplementary  Dealers”  Licences  were  issued 
to  persons  trading  from  premises  in  other  districts:  — 

10  “Tuberculin  Tested”,  11  “Pasteurised”  and  1 “Sterlised”. 

Sampling  of  milk  for  the  detection  of  B.  Abortus  and  B.  Tuberculosis  by 
the  County  Council’s  Staff  continued  during  the  year.  In  addition,  the  County 
Staff  took  occasional  samples  of  designated  milk  from  retailers  in  this  Dis- 
trice  by  special  request  of  the  Council,  as  a check  on  bacterial  quality. 

B.  Tuberculosis  was  discovered  in  the  milk  from  one  herd,  and  B.  Abortus 
in  the  milk  from  2 herds,  during  the  year,  but  no  restraining  Notices  were 
necessary,  as  all  milk  was  sent  for  pasteurisation. 

The  offending  animal  with  tuberculosis  was  identified  and  slaughtered,  but 
the  cows  excreting  B.  Abortus  were  not  identified.  B.  Abortus  may  be  ex- 
creted intermittently,  and  is  liable  to  cause  undulent  fever  in  man. 


5.  HOUSING. 

(a)  General. 

The  year  was  marked  particularly  by  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  considerably  amended  housing  law,  widened  the 
scope  of  Local  Authorities  in  the  housing  field,  and  sought  to  secure  or  pro- 
mote the  reconditioning  and  maintenance  of  houses  generally. 

Local  Authorities  were  asked  to  proceed  with  slum  clearance  again  early 
in  the  year,  and  a plan  of  action  was  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  to  be  submitted  by  August  31st,  1955.  The  Housing 
Survey  was  recommenced  so  as  the  Council  would  be  fully  aware  of  the  num- 
ber of  houses  requiring  repair  or  demolition,  and  at  the  same  time  action  to 
secure  the  demolition  or  closure  of  unfit  houses  as  they  became  vacant  was 
stepped  up. 

During  the  year,  4 Demolition  Orders  and  15  Closing  Orders  were  made, 
whilst  “Undertakings”  from  Owners  that  3 cottages  would  not  be  let  for 
human  habitation  were  also  accepted.  4 further  dwellings  were  voluntarily 
demolished. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  Act  whereby  tenants  of  houses  could  apply  to 
Local  Authorities  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  the  event  of  the  owners 
seeking  rent  increases  had  not  been  utilised  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  ap- 
peared that  owners  were  not  bothering  to  claim  the  increases. 

The  definition  of  unfitness  as  regards  dwelling  houses  was  altered  some- 
what by  the  new  Act,  but  as  a result  of  practical  experience,  it  is  considered 
that  the  standard  is  lowered  in  some  respects.  For  instance,  it  would  seem 
that  a house  with  ceiling  heights  of  5ft.  6ins.  and  a vertical  ladder  in  place 
of  a staircase  could  be  fit  having  regard  to  the  definition,  provided  there 
were  none  of  the  other  defects  specified. 

The  provisions  with  regard  to  improvement  grants  were  considerably  re- 
laxed by  Ministerial  Circulars  and  the  new  Act  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  applications  for  grants  were  more  numerous  ; during  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1955,  30  grants  were  approved. 

(b)  Council  Houses. 

Permanent  Houses. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  make  a start  on  providing  modern 
amenities  in  172  pre-war  Council  houses. 

As  the  first  phase  of  the  work.  40  houses  were  to  be  provided  with  inside 
water  supply,  a modern  sink  and  draining  board,  together  with  a W.C.  and 
drainage  system. 

A total  of  121  new  permanent  houses  were  completed  during  the  year, 
made  up  as  follows:  — 

117  three  bedroomed 
4 one  bedroomed  bungalows. 

This  brought  the  number  of  permanent  houses  constructed  during  the  post- 
war housing  programme  to  603. 

A further  49  houses  of  various  types  were  under  construction. 

Temporary  Accommodation. 

119  converted  hutments  were  still  in  use  at  31st  December,  1954,  on  the 
Stone  Cross  Estate,  and  at  Methwold  Airfield  the  number  of  occupied  hut- 
ments had  been  reduced  from  28  to  11. 
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Waiting  Lists. 

At  30th  September,  1954,  the  number  of  individual  applications  for  per- 
manent houses  was  317,  against  348  for  the  previous  year,  whilst  21  more  ap- 
plications were  registered  for  temporary  accommodation  on  the  Stone  Cross 
Estate. 

Feltwell  again  had  the  greatest  need  for  houses,  with  Southery  second  and 
Denver  third  as  in  the  previous  year. 

No  tubercular  patients  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

Generally. 

At  31st  December,  1954,  the  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  controlled  by  the 
Council  was  as  follows:  — 


978 

76 

130 

Nil 

8 

3 


Traditional  Houses  . . 
Pre-fabricatecl  Houses 
Temporary  Houses  . . 
Requisitioned  Houses 

Flats  

Other  Properties 


Total  . . 1195 


(c)  Private  Enterprise  Housing. 

38  permanent  and  6 temporary  houses  were  completed  during  the  year, 
whilst  the  construction  of  14  permanent  houses  had  been  commenced. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  post  war  by  private  enterprise  up  to 
31st  December.  1954.  was  187  permanent  and  78  temporary. 

6.  MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 

7 new  Licences  to  station  and  use  movable  dwellings  (all  trailer  caravans) 
were  issued,  while  7 dwellings  were  removed  during  the  year.  12  caravans 
were  Licensed  on  31st  December.  1954. 

The  sanitary  conditions  on  the  respective  sites  were  satisfactory. 

As  regards  the  camping  site  at  Feltwell.  which  had  been  Licensed  at  the 
end  of  1953,  the  owner  sold  the  land  and  all  dwellings  were  removed  in 
March,  1954. 

7.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

A fortnightly  “kerbside”  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
in  all  Parishes,  apart  from  some  isolated  properties,  which  received  a less 
frequent  service. 

Four  mpn  and  two  vehicles  were  employed  and  waste  paper  was  also 
collected.  Complaints  from  the  public  wrere  relatively  rare.  I must  again 
record  dissatisfaction  with  the  method  of  refuse  storage  at  the  majority  of 
premises  in  the  District.  It  seems  illogical  that  the  Council  provide  a Rodent 
Control  service  free  to  private  property,  while  vermin  are  encouraged  by 
waste  food  and  other  organic  matter  lying  on  the  ground,  and  in  all  manner 
of  containers  without  proper  covers.  Many  Rural  Councils  are  now  consider- 
ing the  provision  of  proper  bins  at  an  Annual  Charge,  and  some  are  operating 
schemes  with  success.  These  schemes  are  provided  for  in  the  Public  Health 
Act. 


The  reluse  tip  at  Shouldham  was  filled  and  closed  during  the  year,  and  a 
tip  at  Fincham  was  re-opened.  In  addition,  a small  tip  at  Delph  Farm,  Mag- 
dalen, was  opened,  and  this  tip  saved  a considerable  amount  of  time  and 
expense  on  travelling. 

The  established  tips  at  Wimbotsham,  Hilgay,  Whittington,  Feltwell  and 
Hockwold  continued  in  use,  and  all  tips  were  controlled  as  far  as  possible 
with  available  labour.  Indiscriminate  dumping  by  persons  unknown  again 
made  control  difficult. 

(b)  Salvage  of  Waste  Paper. 

25  tons  of  waste  paper  were  sent  to  the  Mills  during  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1955,  and  a surplus  of  £106/14/3  resulted.  13  tons  were  sent  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  Market  for  waste  paper  remained  good,  and  prices  paid  tended  to  rise. 

(c)  Pail  Emptying. 

Whilst  the  emptying  of  pail  closets  once  weekly  during  the  daytime  was 
continued  in  the  Parishes  of  Hilgay,  Denver,  Fincham.  Downham  West  and 
Feltwell,  disposal  of  pail  contents  in  villages  not  served  by  the  Council’s 
vehicle  continued  to  be  by  burial.  Quite  a number  of  complaints  of  nuisance 
-vere  dealt  with  in  this  connection,  as  many  gardens  are  exceptionally  small. 

The  cost  of  a pail  emptying  service,  is  met  by  a Parish  Special  Rate. 

Bulk  disposal  of  pail  contents  was  again  carried  out  by  disposal  on  farm 
land,  in  some  cases  by  composting  with  straw.  Composting  had  to  be  carried 
out  at  the  small  sewage  plant  on  the  Stone  Cross  Estate  at  times,  but  this  is 
avoided  as  far  as  possible.  The  difficult  periods  are  in  mid-summer  when 
farmland  is  cropped,  and  at  very  wet  periods  in  the  winter  when  the  vehicle 
cannot  get  on  the  land.  Composting  is  a subject  which  is  receiving  increasing 
attention  by  Local  Authorities  these  days.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  all 
human  organic  wastes  should  be  returned  to  the  soil  to  provide  much  needed 
humus.  Artificial  fertilisers  are  a very  incomplete  answer  to  falling  soil  fer- 
tility. It  should  be  realised  that  labour  must  be  allocated  at  times  to  assist  in 
proper  disposal  of  pail  contents  if  nuisance  is  to  be  avoided. 

(d)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

In  spite  of  the  ccnsiderable  decrease  in  the  number  of  Council  house  cess- 
pools as  a result  of  the  installation  of  sewage  plants,  the  demand  for  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  continued  to  rise.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that 
the  sedimentation  tanks  at  small  plants  have  to  be  desludged  by  the  Council’s 
vehicle  every  3 or  4 months. 

A total  of  501  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year,  which  is  twice  the 
figure  for  the  year  1949,  and  in  addition,  37  sedimentation  tanks  at  sewage 
plants  were  emptied. 

Cesspool  contents  were  disposed  of  on  farm  land  or  by  composting. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  were  considering  the  purchase  of  a new 
cesspool  emptier  vehicle  to  replace  the  present  machine. 

8.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Your  Housing  Department  continued  to  maintain  13  sewage  plants  at 
various  housing  sites  during  the  year.  5 new  plants  were  completed  at  Were- 
ham,  Marham,  Stoke  Ferry,  Wretton  and  Wimbotsham  and  the  plant  at 
Northwold  was  enlarged.  The  two  plants  at  Stone  Cross  Estate  were  also 
maintained.  Several  more  schemes  were  in  the  course  of  construction,  par- 
ticularly the  large  scheme  at  Southery.  Your  Surveyor  was  not  entirely  satis- 
fied with  the  maintenance  of  these  plants  owing  to  lack  of  labour,  but  the 
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only  real  complaint  came  from  Feltwell  Parish  Council  regarding  alleged 
smell  from  the  plant  serving  the  housing  estate  and  new  school.  A number 
of  inspections  were  made  of  this  plant  and  smell  at  certain  periods  could  not 
be  attributed  to  lack  of  maintenance.  It  is  considered  that  only  the  provision 
of  a village  sewage  scheme  with  a plant  in  a remote  position  will  end  com- 
plaints here. 

Cesspools  continued  to  give  trouble  on  various  housing  sites  and  subsoil 
irrigation  had  often  to  be  installed  to  ease  the  situation. 

Various  dykes  receiving  sewage  were  cleaned  out  during  the  year,  and  as 
a result  of  suggestions  by  the  County  Council,  many  dykes  were  visited  by 
Sub-Committees  with  a view  to  sections  being  piped. 

The  Co  uncil  adopted  the  principle  of  piping  in  many  instances,  and  decided 
that  sc.iem 's  should  be  submitted  to  the  County  Council  with  a view  to  a 
grant  being  made  as  and  when  possible. 

These  piping  schemes  are  far  from  satisfactory  solutions  to  the  sewage 
disposal  problem,  and  are  only  adopted  to  eliminate  the  worst  nuisances 
where  main  drainage  is  likely  to  be  long  delayed. 

9.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Main  Piped  Supplies. 

The  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  were  responsible  for  the  3 sources 
of  supply  to  the  Rural  District,  viz.  The  northern  half  from  the  bore  at  Mar- 
ham,  the  southern  half  from  the  bore  at  Denton  Lodge,  Feltwell,  and  the 
Welney  area  by  purchase  in  bulk  from  the  Ely  R.D.C. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Board’s  Engineer.  Mr.  J.  K.  Dawson,  A.M.I.C.E., 
A.M.I.W.E.  for  much  valuable  information. 

The  water  supolv  of  the  area  was  highly  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity, and  during  the  year,  the  quantity  of  supply  to  the  Welney  area  was 
greatly  increased  by  connection  to  the  Marham  Water  Mains  system.  The 
work  of  installation  of  the  new  30,000  g.p.h.  pump  at  Denton  Lodge  was  com- 
pleted at  the  end  of  March.  None  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Board  is 
plumbo-solvent. 

The  only  contamination  discovered  was  one  isolated  case  from  Welney 
water,  tower.  The  bacteriological  test  showed  minimal  numbers  of  an  irregular 
organism  which  is  not  considered  harmful.  The  tower  was  sterilised  by 
chlorination,  and  no  further  contamination  was  detected. 

Suspected  copper  poisoning  was  reported  from  a house  with  rather  a long 
coocer  service  pipe.  Whilst  the  copper  content  of  the  water  which  had  stood 
in  the  service  pipe  overnight  was  5-6  parts  per  mill-’ on  the  water  passing 
through  the  pipe  during  the  day  contained  only  traces  of  copper.  The  occup- 
ants of  the  house  were  advised  to  run  off  all  water  which  had  been  in  the 
pipes  overnight  for  at  least  5 minutes  before  using  for  domestic  purposes. 

Full  enquiry  revealed  that  ‘overnight’  water  might  cause  vomiting  in 
extremely  sensitive  persons,  but  the  “day”  sample  could  not  be  classed  as 
harmful  in  any  circumstances. 


Samples  taken 

bacteriological 

Examinations 

Chemical  Analyse. 

No.  of  tests 
Negative 

No.  of  tests 
Positive 

Total 

Total 

Board’s  Works. 
Treated  Water 

. . 228 

1 

229 

Raw  Water 

....  143 

46 

189 

Consumer’s  Tap 

38 

Nil 

38 

Totals  . . 409 

47 

456 

62 

The  differential  test  on  the  one  treated  water  positive  sample  showed  the 
presence  of  Irregular  type  IV  organisms.  The  raw  water  samples  showed 
combinations  of  the  following  organisms:  — 

B.  Coli  Type  I (faecal) 

B.  Aerogenes  Type  I 
B.  Aerogenes  Type  II 
Intermediate  I 
Intermediate  II 

Treated  water  samples  over  the  whole  of  the  Downham  Rural  District  area, 
inclusive  of  the  Welney  supply  were  99.6%  negative,  and  the  above  figures 
indicate  that  the  recent  outbreaks  of  dysentary  could  not  be  ascribed  to  a 
polluted  water  supply. 

The  following  analyses  are  typical  of  the  water  supplied  in  the  area:  — 
WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 
Water  Examination  Laboratory 
ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLE 


Received  24/11/54 

Lab.  No. 

B 628 

From  Denton  Lodge  Pumping  Station,  Norfolk 

Labelled  — Denton  Lodge  Raw 

Taken  by  W.  D.  Brighton,  B.Sc. 

Date  and  time  12.00 

24/11/54 

1. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Colonies  on  Yeastrel  agar 

pr.  ml. 

Presumptive  coliform  count. 

1 day  at  37° C 

1 

Absent  from  100  mis. 

2 da  vs  at  37  °C 

1 

Bact.  coli  (Type  I faecal) 

3 days  at  22°C 

0 

Absent  from  100  mis. 

2. 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

Appearance  . . Clear  and 

bright 

ph 

7.4 

Turbidity  

Nil 

Odour  

Normal 

Colour  

. . Nil 

Taste  

. Normal 

3. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  expressed 

as  parts  per  million 

Free  C02  

. . 13.2 

Aluminium  (Al)  

. Absent 

Oxvgen  dissolved  

. . 9.73 

Calcium  (Ca)  

75.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  at  37  °C.) 

Iron  (Fe)  

Absent 

0.4 

Magnesium  (Mg)  

....  1.72 

Nitrogen  Ammoniaeal  . . . 

. 0.013 

Manganese  (Mn)  

. . Absent 

Nitrogen  Albuminoid  .... 

. . 0.005 

Lead  (Pb)  

. Absent 

Nitrogen  Nitrate  

. . 5.95 

Sodium  (Na)  

. . . . N.E. 

Nitrogen  Nitrite  

...  Nil 

Zinc  (Zn)  

. Absent 

Alkalinity  

...  161 

Silica  (Si02  

10.0 

Hardness  Carbonate  

. . . 161 

Sulphate  (S.O.4)  

. . . . 10.9 

Hardness  Non-carbonate 

. . . . 34 

Carbonate  (COi3)  

....  96.6 

Hardnpq^  Total 

195 

Chloride  (Cl)  

12.2 

Free  Chlorine  

. . . Nil 

Fluoride  (F)  

0.02 

Total  Solids  (180°C.)  

...  272 

4.  GENERAL  REMARKS 

The  sample  was  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  on  the  alkaline  side  of 
neutrality  and  free  from  injurious  metals.  The  water  is  only  of  moderate 
hardness,  and  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of 
satisfactory  organic  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

WILLIAM  D.  BRIGHTON.  B.Sc.  (Dunelm) 

Chemist  find  Bacteriologist 
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WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 
Water  Examination  Laboratory 
ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLE 
Received  9.30  14/5/54  Lab.  No.  B 149 

From  Marham  Pumping  Station 

Labelled  — Tap.  Laboratory.  48/49.  Market  Place,  Wisbech 

Taken  by  W.  D.  Brighton,  B.Sc.  Date  and  time  9.30  14/5/54 


1.  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Colonies  on  Yeastrel  agar  pr.  ml.  Bact.  coli  (Type  I faecal) 
Not  Examined  Not  Examined 

Presumotive  coliform  count. 

Not  Examined 


2.  PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS 


Appearance  ....  Clear  and  bright 

ph 

7.3 

Turbidity  

...  Nil 

Odour  

Normal 

Colour  . . 

Nil 

Taste  

Normal 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  expressed 

as  parts  per  million 

Free  002  

. . . 18.6 

Aluminium  (Al) 

Oxygen  dissolved  

. . . 4.55 

Calcium  (Ca)  . . . 

104.6 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4hrs.  at  37° C.) 

Tron  (Fe)  

Trace 

0.65 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

3.12 

Nitrogen  Ammoniaeal  . . 

..  0.103 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Absent 

Nitrogen  Albuminoid  . . 

. . 0.098 

Lead  (Pb)  

Absent 

Nitrogen  Nitrate  3.0  (13.4 

as  N03) 

Sodium  (Na)  . . . 

2.6 

Nitrogen  Nitrite  

. . . . Nil 

Zinc  (Zn)  

Alkalinity  

. . . . 194 

Silica  (Si02)  ... 

0.5 

Hardness  Carbonate  . . . . 

. . . . 194 

Sulphate  (S.O.4) 

30.5 

Hardness  Non-Carbonate 

72 

Carbonate  (C03) 

116 

Hardness  Total  

. . . . 266 

Chloride  (Cl)  . . 

23.4 

Free  Chlorine  

. . . . Nil 

Fluoride  (F)  . . . 

0.02 

Total  Solids  (180°C.)  . . . . 

....  373 

GENERAL  REMARKS 

'he  sample  was  clear  and 

bright  in 

appearance,  on  the 

alkaline  side  of 

4. 

neutrality  and  free  from  injurious  metals.  The  water  is  only  of  moderate 
hardness,  and  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of 
satisfactory  organic  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

WILLIAM  D BRIGHTON.  B.Sc.  (Dunelm) 


Chemist  and  Bacteriologist 
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WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 
New  Supplies  — Downham  Rural  District 


January  1954  — 

December  1954 

Barton  Bendish 

1 

Stoke  Ferry  

. . 13 

Boughton  

3 

Stow  

2 

Brandon  Creek  . 

1 

Stow  Bardolph  

. . 6 

Crimplesham  . . . 

6 

Stowbridge 

3 

Feltwell  

7 

Tottenhill 

3 

Finch  am  

2 

Watlington 

16 

Hilgay  

4 

Welney 

2 

Hockwold  

2 

Wereham  

13 

Marham  

6 

West  Dereham 

26 

Methwold  

22 

Wiggenhall  St.  Germans  . . 

. . 2 

Northwold  

10 

Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Mag... 

. . 12 

Runcton  Holme  . 

12 

Wimbotsham  

. . 9 

Saddlebow  

13 

Wissington  

. . 2 

Salters  Lode  . . . 

1 

Wormegay  

. . 5 

Setch  

2 

Shouldham  

1 

Total  . 

. 225 

Southery  

48 

During  the  year,  the  Wisbech  R.D.C.  asked  the  Water  Board  to  consider  a 
water  softening  scheme  as  a matter  of  urgency,  and  asked  for  this  Council’s 
support.  The  Council  decided  that  the  request  could  not  be  supported  in 
present  circumstances. 

(b)  Small  Water  Supplies. 

Only  two  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for 
chemical  analysis  during  the  year  by  this  Council. 

Of  the  supplies  involved,  one  proved  satisfactory  and  one  unsatisfactory. 
In  the  case  of  the  unsatisfactory  supply,  mains  water  was  laid  on. 

The  County  Council  took  ten  samples  for  determination  of  nitrate  content 
where  the  supply  was  to  be  used  for  infant  feeding.  Alternative  supplies 
were  arranged  in  seven  cases,  the  other  three  supplies  being  satisfactory. 
Consumption  of  water  with  a high  nitrate  content  may  cause  severe  illness 
in  an  infant  under  one  year  old,  but  adults  are  not  affected. 

The  relatively  high  cost  continued  to  deter  many  owners  of  sub-standard 
property  from  providing  a mains  supply. 

10.  FACTORIES. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  in  the  District  59  factories  where  mechanical 
power  was  employed,  and  5 factories  with  no  mechanical  power.  It  was  only 
possible  to  make  14  inspections  during  the  year. 

Satisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  were  secured  at  two  premises  aftet 
notification. 

11.  DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  Council  continued  to  provide  free  treatment  or  advice  to  domestic 
premises  in  the  District,  whilst  business,  including  agricultural  premises, 
were  charged  at  the  rate  of  7/-  per  hour. 

Warfarin  was  the  main  poison  used,  and  zinc  phosphide  was  used  occasion- 
ally. Liaison  was  continued  with  the  Pest  Control  Staff  of  the  Norfolk  Agri- 
cultural Executive  Committee. 
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The  Rodent  Operative  made  3563  visits  for  all  purposes,  and  a total  of  751 
separate  treatments  were  carried  out  (461  treatments  in  1953). 

50%  of  the  cost  of  the  service,  after  deduction  of  income  from  treatment 
at  business  premises  is  recoverable  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Food 
and  Fisheries. 

The  Council  co-operated  during  the  year  with  a London  Pathologist  in 
supply  rat  kidneys  for  a survey  into  the  spread  of  leptospirosis  (Infective 
Jaundice)  in  human  beings.  The  results  of  the  survey  are  not  yet  available. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  S.  SENNITT. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
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